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President: 


Herewith the exact text of a 
telephone conversation this morning 
with Tom Ottenad of the St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch. As you will see, the 
Lady is about to surface. 


j\^.a$^Ro 


Rostow 


POPV TDV TTT?r»*n*<r 





1/3/69 11 40 am 

Phone conversation, Tom Ottenad of the St. Louis Post-Dispatch and 
W. W. Rostow 


Ottenad: I have been working on a story that I'wondered if I might talk 
to you about. It's on background basis, or however you want to talk about it. 
It has to do with the last period of the Presidential campaign about the time 
of the President's announcement of the bombing halt and steps to broaden 
the Paris talks. I've been told that during that period some Republican 
contacts were made with South Vietnamese officials urging them to go slow 
in the hope that, from their standpoint, they might get a better shake 
under Nixon than they would otherwise, and that these contacts--contacts 
of this type--were made by Mrs. Chennault. We have established this 
from a number of sources, and it's not really about that as such that 
I was inquiring, but rather about another aspect of it. I was told also 
that this activity had come to the attention of the Administration, and I 
wondered -- I wanted to ask you -- if that is in fact correct. 

WWR: I have not one word to say about that mhtter. 

Ottenad: Not even on background or completely non-attributable basis? 
WWR: On no basis whatsoever. 

Ottenad: There is no point about my asking other questions related to it. 
WWR: That is correct. 

Ottenad: That would be just a waste of your time. 

WWR: I'm afraid that's right. 

Ottenad: May I ask about a different but somewhat related matter -- 
because I don't know whether you will say the same thing to that or not; 
if it is, of course, I'll drop the business right there. The other matter 
I've been told of is about this same time. Contacts were made indirectly 
by South Vietnamese officials with the Nixon camp asking -- unsuccessfully, 
as it turned out -- asking for an opportunity to meet with Nixon or one of his 
aides and hinting that South Vietnamese would not take action on the question 
of going to Paris until after the election. My question: Did that ever come 
to your attention. 

WWR: I have nothing whatsoever to say about it. 
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Ottenad: All right. Fine — really not fine, from my standpoint, 
but I'm afraid your tone is so firm there's no point in going further 
with you about it. 

WWR: That's quite correct. 

Ottenad: If you find at any time that is no longer the case, I would 
appreciate an opportunity to talk with you about it. 

WWR: Right. Thank you. 


r'rN’nTr r 1-1 ■■ 





